Personal Narrative Packet

Name______________________________

Period ______________________________

Date ______________________________

7th Grade English Language Arts

Personal Narrative 
______________________________________

Your Name

What is this paper all about?
For this assignment, you get to write about yourself!  In the Aeneid, we see Aeneas journey from the fall of Troy to follow his destiny as the founder of Rome.  We even read one important part of Aeneas’ journey, meeting Dido, and learned a lesson about the importance of destiny or fate in the lives of Augustinian Romans.  We can all make text connections and compare this story to a life-changing event in our own lives. 
Your assignment is to pick an event that changed your life. You are going to write a personal narrative and describe that event. You should include many details about the event, as well as answer the question: Why did it change your life?

What are the requirements?

· Typed

· Double-spaced

· 12-point Times New Roman font
· At least three well-written pages
How will I be graded?

You will be graded using the 20-point writing rubric.  (This will be 60 points overall—so yes, the final essay points are tripled!)
You will also receive credit for check-ins at each stage of the writing process.  If you complete all of your assignments on time, you will receive full credit for this section. (Worth 40 points)

Total: 100 points
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	IDEAS

Content

Examples/Details

Development

	· Focused, interesting main idea 

· Strong, relevant, specific examples

· Insightful details fit audience/purpose

· Thorough explanation of the topic
	· Easily understandable main idea

· Effective examples

· Original details but some may be general

· Appropriate explanation of the topic


	· Identifiable main idea

· Supporting examples developing but limited

· Predictable details

· Reasonably clear topic but simplistic or basic


	· Main idea beginning but unclear

· Few or irrelevant examples

· Insufficient details

· Development minimal; topic not focused; too broad
	· Lacks central idea

· No clear examples; random thoughts

· Extremely limited/unclear details

· No sense of purpose; too short



	ORGANIZATION

Structure

Sequence

Connections


	· Structure enhances ideas; inviting introduction and satisfying conclusion 

· Effective, creative sequencing

· Smooth, effective transitions

· Reader moves easily through the text 
	· Clear, developed beginning, middle, and end

· Logical sequencing

· Transitions tie ideas together

· Flow of ideas is controlled


	· Identifiable beginning, middle, and end

· Sequencing logical but may be formulaic

· Transitions present but some may be common

· Flow of ideas may be slow or choppy


	· Structure is difficult to follow

· Attempts sequencing

· Ineffective or overused transitions

· Reader is forced to reread


	· Fails to provide beginning, middle, and end

· Lacks sequencing or direction

· Lacks transitions

· Pace drags; reader frequently confused



	VOICE

Audience

Purpose

Point of View


	· Writer quickly engages reader; strong interaction between reader and writer

· Strongly committed to topic which comes to life

· Begs to be read aloud; sincere; expressive; convincing
	· Writer recognizes audience; communicates message 

· Committed to topic; 

· Appropriate point of view; shows some originality


	· Writer shows some awareness of audience

· Purpose/mode of writing present but inconsistent 

· Occasional sense of writer behind the words


	· Limited sense of audience; doesn’t acknowledge needs of reader 

· Little commitment to topic 

· Inappropriately informal or personal


	· Lack of audience awareness; mismatch for the intended reader

· No defined purpose/mode of writing

· Writer lacks a sense of involvement; flat; lifeless



	CONVENTIONS

Mechanics

Grammar/Usage

Editing

	· Strong, effective  control  of mechanics enhances readability

· Spelling is correct even of more difficult words

· Punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing are effective 

· Grammar and usage are consistently correct

· Needs almost no editing


	· Errors are few and do not interfere with readability

· Spelling is usually correct

· Punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing are sound with few errors

· Few grammar and usage errors do not distort meaning 

· Needs little editing


	· Reasonable control of mechanics but limited errors may  affect readability  

· Spelling of common words is usually correct

· Punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing are attempted but not always correct

· Occasional grammar and usage errors may distort meaning  at times

· Needs moderate editing
	· Errors in some areas of mechanics impede readability

· Spelling errors are frequent

· Punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing are ineffective or distracting

· Frequent grammar and usage errors show limited knowledge of rules 

· Needs significant editing


	· Numerous errors make reading difficult

· Spelling errors numerous even of common words

· Punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing are often missing or incorrect

· Grammar and usage errors are excessive and affect meaning

· Needs extensive editing




Personal Narrative Notes
Definition:

  A personal narrative tells the story of ___________________________

__________________. It usually focuses on ______________________ and _____________________________________________________.
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Personal Narratives use the following structure: 

	Introduction

	·    


  

	Body

	· 




	Conclusion

	·     

·    



Example of Personal Narrative:

Catch of the Day
      
One Saturday last spring, my friend Kazutaka called me at dawn.  "It’s a beautiful day!" he said. "Get out of bed early for once, and let’s go fishing." His plan called for a trip to Catherine Creek, a great trout stream just outside of town. People come from far away to catch rainbow trout in the rippling waters of Catherine Creek, but luckily Kaz and I live just a short bicycle ride away.

A light rain stung our faces as we pedaled along the narrow country road toward our favorite fishing spot. By the time we got there the rain had stopped, but the sky was still a threatening shade of gray. We walked our bikes to the edge of the creek and saw that we were all alone. The only sound we could hear besides the running water was the distant cawing of a crow.

      The peaceful mood was ruined, though, when we took a look around us. Three or four people had recently had a picnic at our fishing spot and had left their trash on the ground—cans, bottles, napkins, orange peels. It was an ugly sight. Disgusted, we put down our fishing poles and began to pick up the trash, stuffing it into the plastic bag Kazutaka had brought for trout. Fortunately, Kaz is an optimist, so it was an enormous bag.

        No sooner had we picked up the very last crumpled napkin than Kaz pointed downstream. Beneath a large willow tree, there was another hideous heap of garbage. When we walked over to pick that up, I spotted a plastic ice chest someone had thrown away. "It’ll make a good garbage can," Kaz said. "I can strap it on the back of my bike."

       This is how it went. We spent more than six hours picking up trash along the creek, all the way to Montour Falls. By afternoon the sun was shining, and we almost started to enjoy ourselves. As we left, loaded down with other people’s trash, we saw a tall man with gray hair standing near a car with out-of-state license plates. He waved to us, and when we waved back he shouted, "Beautiful creek you’ve got here!”  That remark alone made us feel that all our hot, muscle-straining work had been worthwhile.
Stage One: Pre-Writing
What is pre-writing? _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Personal Narrative List – Write a list of events you might want to write about:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now that you have done the first part of your pre-writing, please thoughtfully pick which event you will write about!
My topic will be:  __________________________________________

Great Work!  Next, we will use what we have learned about the elements of plot to put together our own storylines.


Using the template below, complete a plot line for your personal narrative.


Personal Narrative Outline
I. Introduction

a. Attention Grabbing Opening: ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

b. Detail that sets the scene: ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

c. Detail that sets the scene: ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

d. Detail that sets the scene: ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

II. Body

a. Rising Action: _______________________________________________________________

i. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

ii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

iii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

iv. Detail (if applicable): ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
b. Climax: ____________________________________________________________________

i. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

ii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

iii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

c. Falling Action: _______________________________________________________________

i. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

ii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

iii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

iv. Detail (if applicable): ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

d. Resolution: _________________________________________________________________

i. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

ii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

iii. Detail ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

III. Conclusion

a. Summarize your experience:  ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

b. Tell importance of event: ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
	
	Great Work!  You have reached the checkpoint for stamp number one.

Make sure you have all work completed to this point!


Stage Two:  Drafting/Writing 
Review: What is drafting? __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
When you draft, you must use complete sentences.
· A complete sentence includes a ____________________ and a ________________.
· A complete sentence begins with a ______________________ and ends with __________________. 
Complete Sentence Practice:

Directions: In the following sentences, write complete for each complete sentence. If the sentences are incomplete, then rewrite them so they will be a complete sentence.
1. Tom and Cindy, who went to the movie. 

2. Christy, who has long brown hair.

3. Sadey likes to chase Cassie in the yard.

4. The basketball team, who won the tournament.

5. Because she went downstairs.

6. While she did the laundry. 

7. The birds flew into the woods.

8. The wind blew stronger today.

9. When the principal announced the assembly. 
10. The herd of buffalo scattered over the land. 

How to Write a Great Paragraph
Remember that paragraphs are like __________________________________.
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Paragraph Practice

Directions: Read the following paragraphs. Label the topic sentence, supporting sentences, and concluding sentence. Also label the transitions.

Dogs are the best pets in the world. For example, dogs are always loyal to their owners. Also, dogs are fun to play Frisbee with in the park. Lastly, dogs are easy to train. Therefore, dogs make the best pet.

School is very important. Teachers teach you how to read and write at school. Also, you learn how to do math. Furthermore, you learn computer skills. In conclusion, I think school is extremely important for all kids. 

Lil’ Wayne is the greatest rapper of all time. For instance, he has sold millions of albums. He has very loyal fans. And most importantly, his songs are great. Obviously, there is no rapper better than Lil’ Wayne.  

Now that you have had practice labeling paragraphs, write your own paragraph! Answer the following question with a well-written paragraph:

Should students have to wear a uniform to school?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Drafting Goals:

(Check off each Goal as you complete that paragraph…you will be writing your rough draft on a separate sheet of loose leaf paper)

 _______________: Finish Introduction 

________________: Finish Body Paragraph(s)

________________: Finish Conclusion 


	
	Great Work!  You have reached the checkpoint for stamp number two.

Make sure you have all work completed to this point!


Stage Three: Revising

Review: What is revising? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Now, it is time to revise your rough draft! Use the “Revision Checklist” on the next page to help revise. After you are done revising, you should answer the following reflection. 

1. Please describe two revisions you made.
2. What type of revision were these? (adding detail, deleting detail, making paragraph or sentences clearer, ect.)

3. Why did you make these changes?

Revision Checklist
Use the checklist as a guide when you revise your draft.

Remember: Wait until all of your ideas are clear and complete before you try and correct spelling, punctuation, or grammar errors.

    

           Does my writing focus on an interesting part of my topic?

           Does the information in my writing follow a method of organization?


            Do I need to add any information?



___ Do I need to add details to make my beginning clearer or more 

                           interesting?



___ Do I need to ad ideas to support my subject?



___ Do I need to make my closing more effective?


            Do I need to cut any information?



____ Do any of my details not belong?



____ Do I repeat myself in any parts?



____ Do I say too much about a certain idea?

           Do I need to rewrite any parts?



____ Do some sentences sound unclear?



____ Do I need to reword any explanations?



Do I need to reorder any parts?



___ Do any ideas or details seem out of place?



___ Does the most important point come near the beginning or near 

                           the end?
	
	Great Work!  You have reached the checkpoint for stamp number three.

Make sure you have all work completed to this point!


Stage Four: Editing
Review: What is the editing stage? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Six Editing Symbols to Know:

	Symbol
	Meaning
	Example
	Corrected Example

	
	Capitalize a letter.
	Roald Dahl wrote matilda
	Roald Dahl wrote Matilda

	
	Make a capital letter lowercase.
	I went to bed late last Night.
	I went to bed late last night.

	
	Insert punctuation.
	I love this class This class is fun.
	I love this class. This class is fun.

	
	Correct the spelling error.
	She was prity. 
	She was pretty.

	
	Delete or replace.
	Well I like dogs and well I like cats.
	I like dogs and cats.

	
	Insert Here
	She is to the store.
	She is going to the store.


Additional Editing Notes:

Common “Conventions” Mistakes:

1. R-O or run-on--Two sentences “run together” without proper punctuation. Example: I am hungry I want to eat.

2. Frag. or fragment—This is not a complete sentence. It is missing either a subject or a verb. Or, it is not a complete thought. Example: In her first book.

3. CS or comma splice--Two sentences have a comma between them instead of a period or semicolon. Example: I want a hot dog, I think they have them at the concession stand.

4. Rambling Sentence—Three or more sentences hooked together with the word and. To avoid this, only use two ands per sentence. Example: I had a dog named Sue, and she was quite cute, and she never barked, and she was my favorite dog.

5. Usage—The word is spelled correctly but the word used is not correct. Examples: The weather is to cold. (too) Sue is there dog. (their) Morgan is the girl that he likes. (who--Please use who when referring to a person. Use that when referring to anything other than a person.) I like her cause she is funny. (because--Please note that the word cause is not short for because. Cause means to make something happen.)

6. Punctuating book and magazine titles—Capitalize and use italics. Example: The name of my book is Call of the Wild.

7. Possessives: Use ‘s or s’ to show possession. Example: Darleen has Jessica’s bottle of perfume.


More examples of common mistakes made in our class:

	
	Great Work!  You have reached the checkpoint for stamp number four.

Make sure you have all work completed to this point!


Stage Five: Publishing
1. What is publishing?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. For our class, we will publish our work by turning in a final copy of your paper.

The final copy is due

______________________________________________.

3. Remember, your published copy should be:

Typed, double-spaced, and with 12 pt. Times New Roman Font.

4. But, why can’t I use Jokerman font in 16 pt, which is my favorite?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Your final draft should also include a header with the following information:
a. Your first and last name

b. Your Period

c. Your Teacher (Ms. Nelson)

d. The Date it is Due

6. You also need to turn in your rough draft and this packet with your final draft. Please paperclip these three items with the Final Draft on top, then the Rough Draft, then the Packet.
	
	Congratulations!  You have reached the checkpoint for your final stamp.

Make sure to turn in all work!


Hook your readers.  Start your paper with an interesting first sentence that grabs the attention of the reader.  You may want to start with a mysterious statement or a quotation.





Set the scene. Give your readers some details they might need before reading your narrative.  





Arrange events in chronological order. Begin with what happened first, then second, then third.





Elaborate using details. Use details to make each event seem real. 





Relate the meaning of your experience. Be sure to conclude by telling your readers how this experience affected you. You can write about how it changed you or what it taught you. 





Personal Narrative example, continued. 





Conflict:





Which type of conflict do you have?





Climax:





Resolution:





Exposition:


Characters:








Setting: 





Falling Action:


 








 





Rising Action:


 








 





Additional Drafting Notes:
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